These arc tho Sovereign Poutifr'a words ; which I have carefully taken down. Tlioy arc » Prophecy nither.' >
Voltaire to De Prudes ('Belvedere, ICth March' 17C3). 'Dear Abbe, —Your stylo linn not appeared to mo soft You lire a frank Secretary of State :—uovorthok'HH I give you warning, it is to bo u settled point that I embrace you before going. I shall not bo able to kiss you ; my lips are too choppy from niy devil of a dinordor' (scurvy, I hear). ' You will easily dispense with my kinses ; but don't dispense, I pray you, with my warm and true friciKlnhip.
'I own I nm In despair at quitting you, and quitting the King; but it is « tiling imllnponnfiblo. CoiiHJdor with our dear Marquis' (D'Argens), 'with Frcdorsdorf,—pnrMeu, with tho King himself, flow you can manage that I hnvo tho connotation of seeing him boforo I go. I absolutely will have it; I will embrace with my two arms the Abbe and tho Marquis. The Marquis tiha'u't bo klHucd, any morn than you ; nor tho King either. But I slmll perhnpH fall blubbering; 1 urn weak, I am a drenched hen. I shall make a foolinh figure : novor mind; I must, once more, have sight of you two. If 1 cannot throw myself ut the King's feet, the Plombicros waters will kill mo. I await your answer, to quit this Country an u happy or an u miserable man. Depend on mo for life.— V.'2—This in tlio last of thcHO olmuuro DocumontB.
Three days after which, 'evening of March 18th,18 Voltaire, Collini with him and all his packages, sets-out for Potsdam ; King's guest onco move. Sees the King in person ' after dinner, next day' •, stays with him almost a week, < quite gay together,1 * sonic private quming even of Maupertuis1 (if we could believe Collini or his master on that point) ; means ' to return in October, when cjuite refitted,1—does at least (note it, reader), on that ground, retain his Cross and Key, and his Gift of the CKnvre (le Po&sies: which he had much better have left! And finally, morning of March 25th, 1758,* drives off,—towards Dresden, where there are Printing Affairs to settle, and which is the nearest safe City;—and Friedrich and he, intending so or not, have seen one another for the last time. Not (juite intending that extremity, either of them, I
1 (Euvrts tie /''rM/ric, xxli, 307.                                             ' Ibid. 308.
1 Collini, pp. 55, 56.                             * Ibid, p. 56; ice Rodenbeck, i. 252.